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in movement and gesture, and illustrated by a construction
from blocks, paper, clay, or other material.
The Mother Play and Nursery Songs were intended to
exercise the infant's senses, limbs, and muscles, and,
through the loving union between mother and child, draw
both into intelligent and agreeable relations with the com-
mon objects of life about them. The fifty "play songs"
are each connected with some simple nursery game, like
"pat-a-cake," "hide-and-seek/7 or the imitation of some
trade (Fig. 72), and are intended to correspond to a special
physical, mental, or moral need of the child. The selec-
tion and order of the songs were determined with reference
to the child's development, which ranges from almost
reflex and instinctive movements up to an ability to repre-
sent his perceptions with drawings, accompanied by con-
siderable growth of the moral sense. Each song contains
three parts: (1) a motto for the guidance of the mother ;
(2) a verse with the accompanying music, to sing to the
child; and (3) a picture illustrating the verse.
The "gifts" and "occupations" were both intended to
stimulate motor expression, but the "gifts" combine
and rearrange certain definite material without changing
the form, while the "occupations" reshape, modify, and
transform their material. Of the gifts, the first consists
of a box of six woolen balls of different colors. They are
to be rolled about in play, and thus develop ideas of color,
material, form, motion, direction, and muscular sensibility.
A sphere, cube, and cylinder of hard wood compose the
second "gift." A comparison is thus made of the stability
of the cube with the movability of the sphere, and the two
are harmonized in the cylinder. The third gift is a large
wooden cube divided into eight equal cubes, thus teaching
the relations of the parts to the whole and to one another,